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OBJECTIVES

• Recent Statistics

• Introduce Insight research with Construction SMEs

• Examples of site conditions

• Discussion/questions



Number and rates of fatal injuries to workers in 

construction (2000/01-2016/17) 



Health challenges



SME Insight Research:

• Research commissioned to help HSE 

better understand the needs, attitudes 

and behaviours of SMEs in the UK 

around H&S, with a view to assisting 

them to comply appropriately 

• 10 focus groups, 60 in depth interviews, 

over 75 hours of conversation with people 

responsible for H&S in SME’s



Key findings

• SMEs tend to focus on the here and now, guarding 

against immediate harm, and therefore the focus is more 

on ‘safety’ than on ‘health

• SMEs feel that they operate in a challenging business 

environment: they feel under pressure and time poor. 

This ultimately impacts on their perceptions of H&S, as 

only dedicated H&S staff (for whom H&S is a source of 

professional pride) are able to devote all their time to this. 

For others H&S is something they are fitting in around 

other activities and can feel outside of their core 

expertise and their main professional focus. 



Key findings continued

• Attitudes to health and safety were 

complex but underpinned by an 

individuals sense of ownership of H&S

• Six “attitude types” – Common Sense at 

the lower end of ownership scale



Paperwork –v- practical steps

• Good paperwork systems have their 

place

• Paper/electronic records need to be part 

of an overall system of risk control

• Practical steps and arrangements are all 

important



HSE site visits

• Refurbishment and demolition work

• Responding to concerns and RIDDORs

• Intelligence from other regulators

• “Drive by” visits

• Particular activities





















Any questions?


